Bridge Program

Four County Career Center has recently joined in a partnership with the Ohio Department of
Transportation (ODOT) in a “Bridge Program.” This program allows students who are on target

for graduation and who have good attendance and grades the opportunity to work for an employer
starting during the summer months and continuing that employment throughout the school year, and
earn class credit towards graduation in the process. ODOT has graciously hired two Career Center
students and begun this mentoring process. As part of their mentoring, the students have refurbished
trucks, front end loaders, and dump truck body frames through sanding, dust work, patching, priming
and painting to allow these trucks to continue to be used and saving ODOT funds from having to
replace the equipment. Shown in front of a truck the students refurbished at the District 02 ODOT
facility are (LEFT TO RIGHT) Rick Hupe, Career & Technical Education Supervisor; Lewis Granzman,
ODOT Automatic Mechanic Worker Il; Auto Collision Repair students Joshua Phillips (Hilltop) and
Kyler Beagle (Hicksville); Richard Shatzer, ODOT Transportation Administrator; and Steve Hootman,

Auto Collision Repair instructor.
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